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A mobile Regional Music Hub
looks like this:

Music and Stage
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+ .
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Production
Database of Team Career
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Corporate Touring
Events Opportunities

Implementing the

Initiatives

These initiatives are the result of an ongoing
partnership between the music industry,

the Northern Territory and the Australian
Governments. These initiatives also link with the
continuing government commitment to Indigenous
economic development, in particular the
Indigenous Economic Development Strategy.

Industry and government are committed to helping
Territory musicians make a living out of their talent
and hard work. We will be working together to
implement these initiatives and actively source
funding from the public, private and philanthropic
sectors.

In producing these initiatives we acknowledge
the research, consultation and reporting work by
local consultants Agentur and their consortium
partners.

For further information, please contact:

Department of Regional Development, Primary
Industry, Fisheries and Resources, 08 8999 6993

Music NT, 08 8981 1995, manager@musicnt.com.au
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fresh ideas | real results



Build on the Northern
Territory’s extraordinary talent
to grow a successful, vibrant

and sustainable music industry

right now!

Touring and Festival Funding by Government

The Northern Territory and Australian Governments fund a range of initiatives in relation to
touring and festivals, including $150,000 per year for an Indigenous performance touring circuit
and $200,000 per year to support existing and create new regional festivals (over 3 years).

Music NT and Bush Bands Bash’s Mentoring Program

Together with the Bush Bands Bash, Music NT has conducted a mentoring program in
Alice Springs. Over 6 days, performing musicians mentored students in Stage Craft;
Studio Recording; Performance; and Marketing and Business Skills. Mentors included
Sammy Butcher, Neil Murray, Jeff McLaughlin, James Pattugalan and Matthew Cunnliffe.
Organisations like APRA (Australasian Performing Rights Association) and CAAMA (Central
Australian Aboriginal Media Association) were also part of the program. Thanks to ArtsNT
support over 30 young musicians were mentored over six days!

Winanijjikari Music Centre

As a locally grown initiative, the Winanjjikari Music Centre based in Tennant Creek is a
great example of what a regional Music Hub can achieve. The centre has a small public
address system and a mobile recording studio, which it tours around communities. This
offers musicians an opportunity to learn and perform. Barkly Arts has 10 musicians working
part time in the Centre and participating in accredited training. The centre is governed by an
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More performance and
touring opportunities

Performance opportunities are key to helping musicians’
improve their skills and knowledge and contribute to creating
an income. This will be achieved through existing and new
touring circuits and community festivals.

Touring Circuits across the Northern Territory will provide
musicians with an opportunity to develop performance skills
and increase their audience. Touring circuits will open up
community, regional and Territory wide opportunities and lead
to tangible outcomes in the development of musicians and
bands.

Community festivals allow Indigenous bands to play
in front of an appreciative and receptive audience. Successful
festivals also provide communities with a sense of pride.

Aboriginal committee and employs a coordinator.

Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA) MUSIC

Through the ‘Sing it Up’ project CAAMA has brought musical opportunities to students and community
members in eight Central Australian communities. In the schools, a program of contemporary music
studies has been introduced. Students with talent and attitude are being coached and supported in
all their musical endeavours with school course work including lyrics writing, melody, arranging and
recording.

Outside the classroom older students are receiving accredited training in Music Industry Certificates
Il and Il through lecturers from Batchelor College and CDU. An extension of these studies takes
place for one week in the CAAMA Music studio in Alice Springs where students get to experience
the real recording environment. CAAMA Music further provides production for live events, runs
workshops with visiting musicians, records bands in the studio and participates in events like Black
Arm Band, Bush Bands Bash and The Alice Desert Festival.

Yirrkala Community Education Centre

Another locally grown initiative is through the Yirrkala CEC, where former Yothu Yindi bassist Stuart
Kellaway has a small mobile music equipment system that allows school bands to tour communities

and outstations. The system is based within the school and students in the music course also learn
how to operate it.

Yothu Yindi Foundation’s Music Workshops

Yothu Yindi Foundation’s music workshops during the Garma Festival are another great way of
delivering music training to students. Similar workshop programs can be developed at other
community festivals (for example, Barunga and Milingimbi’s Cattjirrk Cultural festivals).
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“This project is supported by funding from the Commonwealth Government under the Structured Training and Employment Projects, which is administered by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.”.

How are we going to achieve them

Build a strong, cohesive and credible music industry
This includes support services for musicians; good
collaboration between all stakeholders; strong advocacy role
for a peak organisation (such as Music NT); collation of data
and evidence.

Coordinate career pathways development and

music events

Some examples of what can be done: the Indigenous Music
Education Trainee Program (IMET); music workshops at
festivals; build training and career pathways around the mobile
music hubs; music training in prisons; Regional Area Music
Mentoring programs; specific music projects.

There will also be a need for good event coordination

(for example, a Territory-wide calendar of festivals and

other music events) and the creation of new touring and
festival opportunities (for example, a National Indigenous
Contemporary Music Festival similar to the NT Indigenous
Music Awards).

Invest in performance equipment, such as Regional
Mobile Music Hubs

As we show in the diagram under “Music Hubs”, investing

in performance and touring equipment will help create
training, mentoring, employment and income opportunities for
Indigenous musicians.



